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National conflicts are characterized noe only by the rapid 
procestes of eruptive transformations. but alwo by the slew 
aration of breilding and the lengthy bureaucratic mecha- 
nisms of planning. Together these form the wale at which 
territorial conflicts are played ont. Throughout the last 
century, a different kind of warfare has been radecally 
transforming the landscapes of Israel and Palestine. In it. 
the mundane elements of planning and archstecture have 
been comcripted as tactical tools im the Israels state strat 
gy seeking national and geo-political objectives in the 
organization of space. The telatioathep betecen the Lind. 
scape and the Isezeli/ Palestinian conilact is symbiceic. The 
terrain dictates the nature, intensity and focal peants of 
confrontation, while the conflict itself is manifested most 
dearly in the processes of transformation, adaptation, 
comsraction ad oblmeration of the landscape and the 
in which power and state control confront satwerseve 2nd 
Gwect resistance. In am emviromment where architecture 
and plannang are systematically imtrumentalured as the 
executive arms of the Israeli State, planning decsucms do 
net often follera crtena of ecomemac sastasnabsliny cere 
fy ox efficiency of services; rather, they arc emplleyed to 
Serve serategic aad political agendas. Space becomes the 
physical embodiment of a matrix of forces, manifested 
acrons the Ladscapge in the comstraction of roads. hilltop 
sertlements, develogement towns and garden-sebarts 


A Cinilion Occupation: The Politics of Ioracls Architecture, 2s 
crigeeally commessioned ty the bezel Amecsaticm of Urated 
Aschitects (LAUA) for the International Unica of 
Aschitect’s Congress in Berea in Juby 2002. After the caez- 
Jog was complered, the TALIA withdrew their sapport of the 
project, canceled the exibition and tanned the catalog 


Bringing together mxvestigations by Iseaeli archerects, 
scholars, phoeographers and prarnalists atiecvure the 
polatical role of sechitecrace ane planning in Isezel, this 
promect supplements prevalent hastomcal and prietical 
analysis of the conflict with a detailed deverigticn of iy 
Physical transicemations Architecture is prevented xs 4 
pobetical isasethe maceral peodact of pristacy svclt tha 
eating the spatial dimension of the Israels Patevtanasn 
confiact. The exibition 20 Stonefrcas is the first pric 
presentation of thes work. 
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The topography of the West Bank is easily id 


three long strips of land running from north to 


mont eastern strip, and the lawest in eleva 


sparsely populated Jordan Valley To the west ¢ 
and seep mountains of Judea and Samaria along 


main ridge mone large Palestinian cities are locates 

Further west are the green and fertile slopes of Judes xa 
Samaria. Here, moderate topographyg arabe wr 
abundance of water and a view overlooking 1 
phiin make this region the West Bank's "Asea o 
Demand.” It is in this strip that mone Pabesti 
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aad Jewnh settlements are kxcated > 


Ins a serange and almont perfect correlation between latia 
tote, poletscal wdecdogy and urban form, cach topes oe 
cal urip became an arena for different phases of thess 
temens project. promoted by politicians with varie 
agendas, inhabited by settlers of different ideologses 4 
Gifferene sextiement typologies 


The civilian occupation of the West Bank begae in 1 
set years of Israeli rule ox 
967-1907). Fifteen agriceleaeal 
and Meabanim) were bealt acenein 
the Labor Parry plan that waaght to cutablosh a veces 
der with Jordan while relping on the principle of 'm 
fram vecenty and matimom temntory for Ieael wot 
munmam member of Aratn. Felicrwing the palitical 
sheet of 197 ins which the Liked party replaced Lab 
peneremest. the pobtical climate 
Thereafter scores of new vettlement 
the mosncain repon, in and arnund the Palestinian 
with the intention of annexing the area to prevent 
temul concevunen For the price of a small apartmes 
Tel Avr settlers comid parchase theit mn rede 

homwe and henetie from comidetsble grnernement 
ics. Beyer the ecomnms: incentive of these 
the clients free the plains to the hells was argaed 
rhetoric of the ‘regeneration of the wr,’ as acts 
seal and rational renewal.’ and imbued wich 
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The West Bank teat thas devided actos is vert 
aleoone every arta the hithogn were annexed to 
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This mapping was the end rest of an intensive process of 
Phonographey, analyiis aad clanification, one in which the 
was charted, togegraphacal fine 4 


tographed terra: 
enderaker as an chyects 
estabbthing nassau! peopeetin 
tal reality yet to come 


the wexid. This pe 


Werdicel Planté 
As intellggence analysts geve way to cartographers and 
Planners, the stereoscopic images became the primary trxd 
with which topographical lines were drawn cn magn and, 
ne evgn wet 


comurection warts with 


om occasion, even promied the sat! 
inselé. The peacess of settlement 
planning on top of an orthogonal. phunugy sphee- map 
fexther pheass) oF 2 topogruphacal map at a wale of & 
Stoce the comseructiom of the mensntain wettlements neces 
sitaced building in areas with steep slopes ated ipecual mee 
phological formations, the terrain was drvided inen sepa 
fate topegraphical comdstiems sed cach was alex ated a der 
tinct wettlement typedeae 


The formal peocewes which bate mexntain settlements on 
topopsaphacal crete abnarth the Lewy of ctonece sates 
the practice of urban design. The form laid out bry nature 
ra the wpeevtie wamcnat meephedeny becomes the Hhaeprine 
ch develergerant. The tenscasin settlement i typited by a 
principle of comcentnc onyamaration in etech the taper 
spaphical contents ae retraced an bn of tefrastractare 
The roads are laid ct im rings arena the seamen with 
the water, wenger. electricity and telephrice lines tracert 
ender them The dovniom of lens in erpal and repetitive. 
promdeng, sell pervate branes peneteed slemg the rare 
against the backdeop of the landwcape. The public Fesr- 
thoes are generally located within the mnerment ning oe 
the highest ground. The ideal acrangement for a tenall tet- 
dement ts a circle. However, i realery the geometry of the 
phan im dewreted by the smestent demards of a beg, 
ieregatar topography: 21 well xs by the extent and form of 
arailabhe Sexe Land. Rather than cramples of ordered 
forms, wettiements ate manextatines of seti-formms, the 
end resales of tactical, land one and topographical com 
serzines. 


Optical Layerat 
Vinicrs Ciczates devign methors ux ail scales. The sersnge- 
ment of bemnes atimtd vemeets imgenes oe the coeelers 


be landlncape. the Iseacla geverm 


to tespect. cumtrcd and saber 


Here, a2 inccanmtency develegn between 


aot to se, the way they describe and wedersezed the 
panceams, and the way that theit 
the strategic add geopolitical aime of the ueate. The devise 
Sow a sacgge Samnaby brome i being twknlired to verve the 
goose fon mibitary denminatson, while 1m act oh denmesticity 
shecaded in the conmetic facade of red tiles and green 
lawns, provides territorial comtach 
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‘The Horizontal Panorama 

Settlers turn topemzapiny sates wenemzapin. formang a0 
exegetical Ladecape with a meth of urognacal wppcbcatve 
that most be extracted fren the panorama 20rd ‘teat 
rather than merely ‘seen! No longer sera 2s a rcsonrce wo 
be agricaltarally oF industrially cultivated. the baadscape. 
unbrectt wich imagenary relies sigmaticrs. extabiesbed the 
link that helped revive religions naticmal meythe that dis 
place (om the very same led) ancient with medern time 
In the steal image of the pastunal landncape. integral to 
the penpective A cbceial tradatione, the adenicatioe of 
the rate panneama ss sheep need therrath the wed 
frames of modernity The impale to retreat frcen the city 
to the cometry reamerts the virtues of a simpler like chne 
to nature it domes cm the oppenitice between kersry and 
strophacity, the spontzneres and the plansed, nativity and 
forergranss, whack see cenhing tat the oppnete ples ch 
the zis of raioe that stretches between the settlements 
2d their sarroneddeng laadncape. Furthermere, tnelte-cre- 
ation of the parareppe wenes of 2 Bblacal landncape 
becomes 2 testimeny to an ancient claim om the land. 
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form ony became of the partis terrain 
By stratege ally cwerecding the valleys whete ment 
Paleseintan villages are located. the vettlements peecipeae 
ed the creation of tee parallel amd welt referen 
Ratwral gergraghers that matclest themueines ang the 
vertical zxis im the ploysical ‘abore’ sed below 


stad ethery 


Serrlements 2er than nembung brat the Last gevture 
webanazatiom of exclaves Perfecting the polities f wepare 
tiem verkowee and asl createh. they cond be ween a 
the end coedirson fh nmacmerwary wttan and achetertat 
2 formatinen wach 2 wbrathan Gevelerpenents sad gated 
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tennmmcnties The combs wp the West Bank menataite 
conte vied wath the wvtengeead faghe of the matdie Cla 
frm cities tr the pecanctove walls of wabrattna Is the pei 
copie A cuca bry pave tac really thas Gefferent from 
the detteree caring op (A penn comemnetses with hgh 
warps without ex? Are we actually deucribeng 2 wmicgor 
place where vprccbsesty readers ee study a bocal corwnity? 
Or, coral thin be a wore come senate of capetabese ghobeal- 
ization 22d 2+ spatial fall ost 
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